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Patentee recently discovered that the prionty claim as shown m item 63 of the subject 
patent, U.S. Patent No. 6,982,149, omits an iatervening application. The ommX priority ciaim 
reads as foltows: 

"Continuation of application No. 09/590,761, filed on Jun. 8, 2000, now 
Pat. No. 6,649,404, which is a eontinuation-in-part of applicatioB No. 
09/227,799, filed on Jan. 8, 1999, now abandoned," 

iiowever, Appliccition Nu. 09/590.761 is actually a divislr-ncil application of Appiics(Jo?i No. 
09/479,] 81, and that prior application (Appiication No. 09/479 J 81) is the continuation-in-part of 
Application No. 09/227,799. Theretbre, Patentee is requesting that the claim of priority be 
corrected to include Application No. 09/479,181 and to read as follows: 
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"Continuation of application No, 09/590,761, filed OiEi Jwi. 8, 2000, now 
Pat. No. 6.649,404, which is a division of ap plication No, 09/479J 81 filed 
on Jan. 7, 2()?)0. now Pat. No, (\b35A''0 , which i.^ continuation-in-part of 
application No. 09/227,799, tiled on Jan, 8, 1999, now abandoned," 



To correct the above error m the claim of priority, three conditions tmxst be met according 
to MPEP §I48i .03 (15(B)- 

(A; An requirements set forth in 37 CFR 1 ,?8(af( 1 ) must have been met in tlie 

apph'^ation which became Lhc patent ;c be cc'irec'co. 

(B) It musi be clear from the recorti oi the parent and the parent app])catiou(&) that 
priority is 8ppr0priate; md 

(C) A grantable petition to accent an unintentionally delayed claim for benefu of a 
prior application must be Med, including a surcharge as set forth in 37 GFR 

1. 17(4 as reqMred by 37 e.F;R. § 1.78(a)(3). 

Patentee feeHeves that all of the above condi tions under § 14S1.03(II)(B)1iave been satisfied 
bscasise of thereasoiiis explained belqvsr. 

iM Aimmuir^m&nU Set Fortte m 37 €FR M;78lfa)^l^ H^vg Beeia Met 
In order for an spplication to claim the benefit of a prior-filed co-pending nooprovisional 
application, 3? GFR §| J8(a)(l) rei^tdres the Ib^ 

(1) E&ch priof-fikd application must name as an inventor at least 
one inventor named in the later-^fiied applit^tion in the manner 
provided by the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112; and 

(2) E&chprior-iiled application must be e:/ / i . " i- ^ x^i as 
set forth in § 1 .53(b) or §i. 53(d) and have paid tisercin ihc busic 
fding fee set forth in § 1.1 6 within the pendes^cy of the application. 
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'Ilie first requirement is met because there is at least one ajmmori iiweiitor (e.g., Vaim) in the 
present patent (Pat. No. 6,982,149) and the prior- filed applicatioUvS as pro^'ided by the first 
paragraph of 35 U.S.C. § 1 12. The second requircmeni is met because the Patentee has complied 
'^^'ith the requirements set forth in § ! .53(b) and have paid the filing fee set fortli in §1 .16 during 
Ihc pendency of ihc applic^ition, n^'ting itui the subject pawi-A has alre.H!y s^een isbised. 
Furthermore, the Patentee is not seeking to claim an earlier priority date or to add new xrjatter. 
Patentee is merely requesting the correction of a clerical error in the priority chain of the subject 
patent that omits reference to ais intervening appHcstion, 

Frigrlty Is Asisrogriste 
The correction of the clerical error described ahoveis dearly Supported by the record of 
the patent and the parent applications. There are three parent applications, including the omitted 

application: 

* Application No. 09/590 J5 1 (now U .S. Patent No. 6,649,404); 
« Application No. 09/479,181 (the omitted appBcation); and 

* Application No. 09/227,799: (the earliest filed application). 

Application No. 09/590,761 is inter\'ening beUveen the subject patent and the application omitted 
(Application No iY) 47'}, : \ ; } the claim of priority. The Related U.S. Application Data on the 
face of this iss-oTvent^ii^ palL-T^i (App^sCiUc^n No, Cfi 5'^)(),7>l) includes a claim of priority to tiie 
omitted appiscaiso^s 5 A^ppiiciuiosi No ■'■^) -^''9 :>^' s jud siai.^'^ :hs{ \i (i.e.. the intfcr\'ening patent) is 
a divisional applicataon of the oniitted application (Application No. 09/479,1 81) and that the 
omitted application is a continuation-in-part of the earliest filed application (Application No, 
09/227,799). (Altliough, not part of the claim of priori^ for the subject patent the Related U.S, 
Application Data on the face of U.S. Patent No. 6.573,089 also references the omitted 
appiiciitioD and states that the intervening parent application (App]it;ation No. Cs9,'59(),761 ) is a 
divisional application oftho OTnitied appHcstion (Application No, 09-''47ii.lSl) and thsi the 
oinilted application is a continuation-in-part of the earliest tiled anplicatifin i .Applicaiion Ko. 
09/221,799}.) T^ieretbre, it is clear that the requested change to the claim of priority is 
appropriate based upon the parent implications. 
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■further, it ivS *le(jr tro^ the record of the subject p$^i^t that a oiaxm of pnorjty tlirough 
each intervening application to the earliest f^led apphcatio i {^Applscation No 0*^'227,799) ts 
dpproprate The on^3n.aIIy Tiled appHcatJOn, m tlie vover ettcr Svtit with the m b<j1 f rg 
rcq^^cstcd an amendrxCnt to the first line of the patent appi'cat'on to recite a cUin v-^f p joaa' to 
caLr-r \c 0^> '^^^GJo^ further tae first hne of the paterit f.'jplKdtion sclr -Cs-.tcU a w.^^n^ 
of prontv to Application No 09 227,799 (the c**rhcjst filed apphcatton) Based apor ^'oese 
explicit claim:5 of pnonty, mdudmg one to the earliest fiicv appbcation, it is clear that a ciaim of 
pnonty tiiiXJUgh each intervenmg application and to the earliest Sled application vtas intended 
I hereforc it is clear that an explicit reference to the omitted application was the result ot a 
clencal erK>r and that the requested i.i<n20 to t ^ ■^u-nt\ ea Lpo . ine ^ pa v it 

IS appropnate. Moreover, based ^xpor ibe -ecord of Jit, sub cct patent and 'he p-^cn. apphtation^ 
together, the requested change to the claim of pnonty is appropfsate. 

(C) 4 C; 'i'^tabV Pgt'tjo-^ 10 Accept an I'mate Ktio a all^^ tor Beaiellt 

ot a Fuor AmhcMion Mmi he Filed Ftirsiiantto 37 CFR $ hm&)($) 

Patentee hcrcDy peti lon^ foi ax.ccptance >. f^u m ^UMunu Iv delayed claim for beneUt pursuant 
to 3" CFR§ I 78(a)( 5) 37 CFR 1 7Ka)(3) requues* the fcilowing. 

of iLi'^ seuion to the pro" filed application, vinlesb p'^eviouslj 
submitted; 

{-) r ;e <:u-charge ^et Lrh n ^ 1 17ft), snd 

(lu) A statement that the entire delay between the dale the claim 
was due under paragraph (aX2)0i) of this section and tbe date the 
claim was filed was intentional. The Director may require 
additional infbmiation where there is a question whether the delay 
was imintentionaL" 

The required reference to the prior-iiled application is included in the boxed section 
above Tne Cor -r.^?^swner is hereby authorized to charge the $1,410.00 fee, set forth iii37 GFR 
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1 . 1 7(t), or aiiy additional required fees, to Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP Deposit Account No, 
50-03 1 0 (order no, 61 1 93-0049). Patentee hereby asserts tiiat the entire delay between the date 
the claim was due and the date the claim was filed was uniatentional Patentee, therefore, 
believes that all requirements under 37 CFAL § 1, 78(a)(3) have been satisfied and reqxxests that 
this petitioti be granted. 

Since all requirements under MPEP §.1481 .04(n)(B) have been met, Patentee requests 
correction of the clencal error is the priority data of the subject patent in the manner described 
above. Submitted with this paper is a Certificate of Correction for this puipose. 
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